
Burns Bites Back 
 

IDEOMS, is a theatre company from the Scottish Borders, with Hilary Bell and John Nichol at its 
core, and with invited guest stars that have included Lucy Cowan, Fiona Cuthill, Judy Dinning, 
Alan Caig Wilson and Jenni Borthwick.    
The IDEOMS style is dramatised storytelling with music. Formed in 2005, IDEOMS presented 
Crossfire at the Fringe. Crossfire was a historical tragedy about the Boer War (with some laughs 
woven in) written and performed by Nichol, with music from Bell.  
Since then, the company has concentrated on shows involving the works of Robert Burns. At the 
2009 Fringe, IDEOMS devised and performed a show of their ‘greatest hits’ from previous Burns 
shows (Honest Poverty; Lovers, Fules & Cutty Stools; Bard on the Border; Haughty Hizzies & 
Houghmagandie). The show, Instant Burns – just add haggis! was a day in the life of Burns told 
in poetry and song, including appearances by horses, sheep, mice, dogs, lice and the grim reaper.   
 
Revues included this from edfringe.com: “If you know your Burns, you will love this. If you don’t 
know your Burns, you will love this. If you’re curious about Burns, you will love this. If you have 
stumbled on this show by chance or fate, you will love this. Fed, watered and entertained, what 
more could you ask? Professional acting, crafted music and singing, a joy.” This endorsed the 
aim of the company, i.e. to bring Burns to a wider public; to present his works (often the lesser 
known ones) in a digestible, easily understood way, and above all, to make it fun.  
 
Not wishing to simply repeat the show performed in 2009, IDEOMS has devised a new show for 
the Fringe 2010: Burns Bites Back. In Instant Burns, the material was comical and only required 
some imaginatively comic delivery to fully exploit the comedy contained in it. This time, the 
material is not particularly comedic, but IDEOMS has employed a comedic approach to it that lies 
somewhere between Monty Python and Tommy Cooper. Instant Burns included in the ticket price, 
a haggis, neep& tattie pie washed down with Irn Bru. This was so popular that Burns Bites Back 
will come with the same Burnsian feast. The show is not so much a performance as a party, with 
close intimacy between audience and IDEOMS achieved from the start. In Burns Bites back, 
Nichol and Bell will be joined by actor, Alan Caig Wilson and fiddler, Jenni Borthwick. As with 
previous IDEOMS shows, expect the unexpected, open your mind to the often bizarre 
interpretations and leave room for some haggis! 

 


