
TAM O’ SHANTER MARATHON RECITATION 
 
SELKIRK actor and storyteller John Nichol will face the toughest test of his 
acting career next Saturday afternoon, when he attempts to recite Robert 
Burns’ epic poem “Tam O’ Shanter” no fewer than 12 consecutive times. 
 
And in keeping with the poem’s subject matter, John intends giving a separate 
performance in each pub along the length of Edinburgh’s Rose Street. 
 
“I know it sounds crazy,” says the 52-year-old schoolteacher, “but the whole 
purpose of the exercise is to publicise the ‘Burns Bites Back’ production being 
staged by IDEOMS Theatre Company at this year’s Fringe Festival. 
 
“Cast members of Fringe shows are always trying to come up with new and off 
the wall ideas to promote their plays, and I guess reciting ‘Tam O’ Shanter’ in 
every pub along Rose Street is wackier than most!” 

 
John has spoken to all the Rose Street landlords seeking their support for the venture, and has been encouraged by their reaction. “Everyone 
has been very kind, and with a bit of luck we’ll persuade some customers to come along to our ‘Burns Bites Back’ show to see what all the 
fuss about.” 
 
If everything goes according to plan, John hopes his story-telling feat will earn him a place in the Guinness Book of Records. “It’s just a bit 
of harmless fun really,” says John, “although I’m a bit nervous about suffering ‘Burns burnout’ at some point during the afternoon!” 
 

 
 


